Development of a computer-assisted method for the collection, organization, and use of patient health history information in physical therapy.
Screening a patient's general health prior to instituting physical therapy management is generally acknowledged as important. However, neither the specific content nor the optimal method of performing this part of patient examination has received much attention. One method that uses a computerized information management system to assemble relevant clinical literature and to guide the collection, organization, and use of patient health history data in clinical decision-making is described. The philosophy and rationale for performance of general health screenings by physical therapists, justification for the use of computers in the screening process, and the development and application of one type of computer-assisted health history screening system for physical therapy are presented.